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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE  
 
After several rain delays, track construction at the museum is finally 
underway. First the NW2, MP caboose and ATSF drover's car were 
moved north of first street and positioned within a temporary fence. 
Then the east track (next to the building) from the north fence to the 
shop car was replaced. The shop car, KG&E switcher and Frisco ca-
boose were then moved on to the new track, and the remainder of 
the spur has been removed and replaced. When this track work is 
complete, the equipment will again be moved and work will com-
mence on the remainder of the track. The communications vault for 
Cox on the north side of Douglas Ave. is complete. Sealing work for 
the west track on the Douglas Ave. bridge is completed. This track is 
to become the new connection to the main line and will br extended 
at a later date.  
 

Laying new rail north of the shop 
car for the east track.  

Having spent years stored at the north end of the 
property, the REA truck spent a few days parked 

outside the front door. 

JULY MEETING 
 
The July meeting will be held  Friday, July 15 
at the Augusta BNSF depot at 7 PM.  
 

NRHS ANNUAL BANQUET 
 
This year’s banquet will be held Sat., Sept 
17. More details in next month’s Dispatcher. 
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THE MISSION OF 
THE GREAT PLAINS 

TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM 
 

To be THE Railroad Museum Of Kansas. 
 

Dedicated to record and exhibit the importance of railroad 
transportation in the human, agricultural, commercial and 
industrial heritage of Wichita, Kansas and the Great Plains.  
 
To showcase that heritage with an “Action Display” of rail 
equipment operation.    Giving visitors an exciting learning 
experience through motion, set in an unique, historic and 
scenic urban location.  
 
To enhance the action display with significant and appropri-
ate railroad locomotives, rolling stock, equipment and struc-
tures; through interpretive displays, dioramas, exhibits and 
media; and educational and community programs. 

The GREAT PLAINS DISPATCHER is the official 
monthly newsletter of the Wichita Chapter, National Rail-
way Historical Society, Inc. and the Great Plains Transpor-
tation Museum, Inc. Members receive the DISPATCHER 
as part of their membership. All material submitted for pub-
lication should be submitted by the 25th of the month for 
publication in the next months DISPATCHER. Submis-
sions may be sent to the editor at:  Fradt@cox.net, 316-
744-7259  or 700 E. Douglas, Wichita, KS 67202-3506  

ENID DERAILMENT 
 
ENID, Okla. – About 6:45 a.m. Thursday, June 16, four 
cars of a 93-car Union Pacific freight train bound from Fort 
Worth, Texas, to Wichita, Kans., derailed near the intersec-
tion of 2nd and Garriott Avenue in Enid, blocking Garriott 
for about nine hours, according to the Enid News & Eagle 
and Union Pacific spokesman John Bromley. Two of the 
derailed cars were carrying automobiles, a third had plastic 
pellets, and the fourth was a load of coke. 
 
While Garriott was blocked, traffic was diverted to Maine 
Street, where the road goes under a UP railroad bridge a 
few blocks farther down the line. Part of the procession of 
diverted vehicular traffic was a tractor-trailer that was too 
tall for the 6' 11" clearance, resulting in it becoming wedged 
under the bridge. Both the derailment and stuck truck were 
cleared up by mid-afternoon. Trains Newswire 

THOMAS TO VISIT BALDWIN CITY 
 
 
The Day Out With Thomas 2005: The Celebration 
Tour will be coming to Midland Railway July 8-10 and 
15-17. This year will mark the fourth straight year for 
Thomas and Friends to visit Baldwin City. 
 
The 25-minute train ride with Thomas the Tank Engine 
will depart every 45 minutes, rain or shine, between 9 
a.m. and 3:45 p.m. daily. 
 
Tickets are $14 for ages two and up. Tickets are now 
on sale and are available by calling toll-free 866-468-
7630, logging onto www.midland-ry.org or by visiting 
Ticketweb at www.ticketweb.com/thomas. For more 
information and directions contact Midland Railway at 
913-371-3410 (outside the Kansas City area call toll 
free 800-651-0388) or www.midland-ry.org. 
This event is expected to sell out, so advance purchase 
is recommended to ensure a choice of dates and times. 
 
"Right now ticket sales are up about 50 percent from 
last year," DeMott said. "Last year we sold 13,000 
tickets for the entire event and this year we have in-
creased our capacity to 18,000 people. So it's recom-
mended to go ahead and get your tickets in advance." 
 
Midland is now selling tickets at the depot on Satur-
days and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., which 
will save customers from having to pay the service fee. 
 
Midland will not run their regularly scheduled trains 
June 30, July 7, July 14 and the weekends of Thomas. 
Baldwin City Signal 
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Passenger service ended July 1 with discontinuance of 
four Kansas City-San Antonio trains.  
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to wheat, R.I. was moving the Imperial 
Valley Cantaloupe crop, mostly in ice activated PFE 
refrigerators. Some Golden State route consists:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The 1965 wheat harvest was bountiful and movement 
by rail into inland terminals at Hutchinson, Wichita 
and Salina was heavy. Most wheat still moved in 50-
ton capacity 40-foot boxcars. A summary of the in-
bound movement into Hutchinson follows:  

During the  1965 wheat rush some long, heavy trains 
were operated. On July 17, Extra 236, four F-7s ar-
rived Hutchinson with 181 loads, five empties, 16,075 
tons at 835 a.m. and Extra 243, also four F-7s fol-
lowed at 1150 a.m. with 160 loads, one empty, 
14,400 tons. Except for unit coal trains, such trains 
would be unusual in 2005.  
Orders were placed for 1500 100-ton covered hop-
pers from Pullman-Standard for December 1965 de-
livery, also fifty 70-ton gondolas for steel loading 
from Transco for January 1966 delivery.  
 
 
 
 
U.P. was also switching to covered hoppers for grain 
loading with an order for 250 100-ton cars from Pull-
man-Standard and 500 90-ton cars from Bethlehem 
Steel for early 1966 delivery.  
American Car & Foundry would build six 70-ton 60-
foot box cars for auto parts service.  

Date Train Refrig-
erator 
Cars 

PFE 
TOFC 

Trailers 

Total 
Cars 

7/1 94 72  87 

7/2 94 80 6 88 

7/3 2/94 76 5 83 

7/6 Extra 
222 

45  71 

7/11 2/94 49 6 96 

7/12 Extra 
206 

38  64 

7/12 Extra 42 46 1 74 

7/19 Extra 
307 

37 1 107 

7/19 No. 92 51 1 102 

Week Total AT&SF MP/CRIP 

June 19-25 1192 824 368 

June 26-
July 2 

2401 1336 1065 

July 3-9 2257 1400 857 

July 10-16 2470 1760 710 

July 17-23 2245 1900 345 

LOOKING BACK ON KANSAS RAILROADS 
JULY 1965 

By Lloyd Stagner 
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NEWTON TO HONOR  
VOLUNTEERS FOR ATSF 1880 

 
By Kim Benson 

 
     Fifty years ago, a group of Santa Fe railroaders laid 
temporary rails to move the steam locomotive known 
as Engine 1880 from the tracks on West Broadway to 
its permanent home in Military Park. Through the 
years, the engine has become a beloved and well-
known landmark in Newton, symbolizing the town's 
rich railroad heritage. 
     But in 1989, the engine almost left town. Several 
retired railroaders who heard the steam engine might 
be sold to a Texas amusement park staged a grass-
roots campaign to help keep it in Newton. They also 
helped restore Engine 1880 to her former glory. 
     On Saturday, July 2, 2005, the men who helped in-
stall Engine 1880 in the park, as well as those who 
helped save it, will be recognized during a special 50th 
anniversary event. 
     Engine 1880's 50th anniversary celebration will 
take place from noon to 2 p.m. in front of the locomo-
tive at the corner of Broadway and Oak, following a 
downtown parade that helps kick off Newton's 
Chisholm Trail Festival.  
     Built in 1907 by Baldwin Locomotive Works in 
Philadelphia, Pa., the 2-6-2 Prairie type ran over one 
million miles, mostly in central Kansas, before it was 
retired. 
     When all of Santa Fe's great steam engines were 
being retired, Newton's Junior Jaycees spearheaded 
the effort to secure the engine in 1955 by selling $1 
shares of "Short Line Railroad" stock. Engine 1880 
had been in retirement for two years and was sitting in 
the Emporia, Kan., rail yards before it made its final 
trip to Newton, pulled behind scheduled freight train 
Number 41. 
     Approximately six of the original engine installers 
survive. They, and more than 125 of the railroaders' 
family members have been invited back for the special 
event, which will feature a half-hour ceremony, live 
music, engine cab tours, a 1-foot gauge working train 
and photo displays. As a special thank-you to the 
community for their patronage, Denny's Heating and 
Cooling is providing free hotdogs and staging a hot-
dog-eating contest. 

    In case of inclement weather, the event will move 
to the old JC Penney building at Sixth and Main. 
    In the Newton Public Library next door, there will 
be an exhibit of Engine 1880 memorabilia in the lobby 
and a continuous showing of a special 10-minute 
DVD documentary on Engine 1880 in the back of the 
building. 
    The DVD, produced by Tim Buller, will be avail-
able for sale at the Newton Carriage Factory Art Gal-
lery, one block south of the Engine and library. Other 
commemorative items for sale at the gallery include 
Engine 1880 50th anniversary caps and t-shirts. Cop-
ies of 8x10 black-and-white photos, which show some 
of the railroaders in front of Engine 1880 after it was 
installed, can be specially ordered at the gallery. 
    The gallery opens at 11 a.m. that day and will fea-
ture a special artists' showing of Newton- and rail-
road-themed art by Mary Johnson, Carolyn Loutzen-
hiser, Carolyne Seymore and Douglas Trowbridge, as 
well as an operating O-gauge model railroad layout on 
the upper level. The Senseney Music Wichita Commu-
nity Band will perform an open-air concert in the gal-
lery park at 7 p.m., followed by a reception from 8 to 
10 p.m. 
    Train lovers can also head out to Newton Factory 
Outlet and view a large train layout that day, spon-
sored by Southern Kansas 3-Railers. The layout cov-
ers nearly 3,000 square feet and has almost three scale 
miles of track. 

ATSF 1880 at Newton’s Military Park. 
Photo by Evan Werkema 
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BNSF BEGINS TAKING DELIVERY OF 
CAMERA-EQUIPPED LOCOMOTIVES 

 
     BNSF Railway Company has begun taking delivery 
of production locomotives equipped with forward-
facing video cameras from GE Engine Services. The 
cameras are being installed to help provide information 
on grade-crossing and train/pedestrian accidents. 
     The railway expects to equip a total of 350 locomo-
tives, including about 180 new locomotives and 170 
retrofits, by the end of 2005. BNSF plans to install the 
cameras on lead-qualified locomotives that will operate 
throughout the system. 
     One camera will be mounted on each locomotive. 
The camera is intended to capture the view of the track 
ahead as seen by the locomotive engineer. The camera 
will be mounted inside the windshield of the cab and 
will be pointed down the track ahead. It will not pro-
vide a view of any activity inside the locomotive cab. 
     The camera will be mounted behind the locomo-
tive’s windshield and will be fixed in position; it will 
not be able to move from side to side or up and down. 
The camera is located so as not to interfere with train 
crew members’ vision from the cab. 
     The camera installation will also include a micro-
phone, placed outside the cab. Its purpose is to record 
exterior sounds, such as the locomotive whistle and 
bell; it is not intended to capture conversation inside 
the cab. 
     The camera will be synchronized with the locomo-
tive event recorder. The camera will provide color 
video at 15 frames per second, compared with 30 
frames per second for standard broadcast video. 
     Each camera will record at least 70 hours’ informa-
tion, given normal locomotive operating conditions. 
Recorded audio and video can be downloaded by 
BNSF and used for such purposes as confirming the 
operation of grade crossing warning devices and mo-
torist behavior. 
     BNSF installed cameras on six GE Dash 9 locomo-
tives as part of an initial implementation in August 
2004. The first six cameras helped BNSF determine 
specifications and requirements for locomotive-
mounted video cameras. 
BNSF Today 
 
 

BLACK BOX UPGRADES ON TRAINS 
 
     Freight and passenger railroads must upgrade black 
box recorders in locomotives to include more data on 
train performance and make the devices more reliable 
and crashworthy, U.S. regulators said on Thursday, 
June 30.  
     The Federal Railroad Administration said the rule is 
intended to improve the quality of data analyzed in 
crashes. The changes, which were prompted by federal 
safety investigators, must be completed by October 
2009.  
     "We are making sure that investigators have more 
and better information available when working to find 
the cause of an accident," FRA Administrator Joseph 
Boardman said in a statement.  
     Black box recorders will be required to be more re-
sistant to water and fire and magnetic tapes will be up-
graded to digital technology. The boxes will record 
data on horn and cruise control functions in addition to 
train speed and brake performance currently recorded.  
     The agency estimates the changes will cost the in-
dustry's 700 railroads $39 million over 20 years. Regu-
lators estimate $45 million in benefits from cheaper 
maintenance of digital recorders and insight into how 
certain accidents occur.  
     FRA spokesman Warren Flatau said the additional 
information gathered will help to prevent future 
crashes, and is expected to help reduce the human fac-
tors, which resulted in 38 percent of train accidents be-
tween 2000 and 2004. Track problems are the second-
biggest cause of accidents.  
     Amtrak spokesman Cliff Black said the passenger 
rail service had not yet received any specifications for 
the new recorder requirements.  
     "We'll work with the FRA to comply," Black said. 
"Cost is the key, money is tight here."  
     Financially strapped Amtrak is the only nationwide 
passenger service between big cities.  
     Peggy Wilhide, spokeswoman for the American As-
sociation of Railroads, said the freight rail industry 
supported the changes and concurred with the cost es-
timate.  
Reuters 



J u l y  2 0 0 5  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

GPTM Board 
Meeting  

Museum Open 
Work Day 

Evening Work 
Session 

Museum Open 
Work Day 

Evening Work 
Session 

Evening Work 
Session 

Museum Open 
Work Day 

Evening Work 
Session 

Museum Open 

Museum Open 

Museum Open 

Museum Open 

Museum Open 
Museum Open 

Work Day 

Museum Open 
Work Day 

NRHS Convention, Portland, OR 

Platform Meet 
Augusta 
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