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LOOKING BACK ON KANSAS RAILROADS 
FEBRUARY 2005 

By Lloyd Stagner 

 
 
 
E-7As 2001 2003 2055 were stored out-of-service at 
Springfield. 4-8-4 4519 was still at Springfield await-
ing disposition since its 1956 retirement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Interstate Commerce Commission granted Mis-
souri Pacific authority to acquire the 862 mile Chi-
cago & Eastern Illinois which would allow MoPac to 
enter Chicago. The Evansville-Woodland IL line 
would be sold to the Louisville & Nashville and track-
age rights granted to L&N to operate over C&EI 
from Woodland to Chicago.  
 
The only 44-ton diesel switcher, No. 3503 was as-
signed to yard service at Springfield MO in the new 
all-blue paint scheme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Freight car orders for 1965 delivery included 150 60 
ft. 70 ton flat cars from American Car & Foundry, 50 
100 ton covered gondolas for steel shipments from 
Ortner Co. Rock Island would order 4362 new freight 
cars, for 1965 delivery.  
 

 
 
 
 
Orders were placed for 100 70-ton 63 ft. flat cars 
from Thrall Car, 100 65 ft. 70-ton gondolas also from 
Thrall and 200 70-ton hopper cars from Greenville 
Steel Co.  
 
325 class dual service F-7 diesel locomotives would 
be re-geared with maximum speed of 98 mph instead 
of 85 mph to replace older F-3s retired from passen-
ger service.  
 
Interstate Commerce Commission issued an order that 
neither Santa Fe or Southern Pacific would control 
Western Pacific. Earlier an ICC examiner recom-
mended for Santa Fe control, but the entire commis-
sion ruled otherwise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
27 Alco FA FB freight units and Alco PA passenger 
units 600-602, also GP-9s 159 and 199 were sent to 
E.M.D. for trade-ins on the new DD-35 units to be 
delivered later in 1965. Eight 4500 h.p. gas-turbine-
electrics would be sent to General Electric for trade-in 
on new U-50-Cs. 
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THE MISSION OF 
THE GREAT PLAINS 

TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM 
 

To be THE Railroad Museum Of Kansas. 
 

Dedicated to record and exhibit the importance of railroad 
transportation in the human, agricultural, commercial and 
industrial heritage of Wichita, Kansas and the Great Plains.  
 
To showcase that heritage with an “Action Display” of rail 
equipment operation.    Giving visitors an exciting learning 
experience through motion, set in an unique, historic and 
scenic urban location.  
 
To enhance the action display with significant and appropri-
ate railroad locomotives, rolling stock, equipment and struc-
tures; through interpretive displays, dioramas, exhibits and 
media; and educational and community programs. 

The GREAT PLAINS DISPATCHER is the official 
monthly newsletter of the Wichita Chapter, National Rail-
way Historical Society, Inc. and the Great Plains Transpor-
tation Museum, Inc. Members receive the DISPATCHER 
as part of their membership. All material submitted for pub-
lication should be submitted by the 25th of the month for 
publication in the next months DISPATCHER. Submis-
sions may be sent to the editor at:  Fradt@cox.net, 316-
744-7259  or 700 E. Douglas, Wichita, KS 67202-3506  

2005 DUES ARE PAST DUE  
 

GPTM MEMBERSHIP 
Memberships expired December 31, 2004. Dues for 
2005 are $20.00 single, $30.00 family. Please make 
your check payable to G.P.T.M. and mail to Great 
Plains Transportation Museum, David Meek, 700 E. 
Douglas, Wichita, KS 67202-3506. If you prefer, pay-
ment can be left at the museum. 
 

NRHS MEMBERSHIP 
All memberships expired December 31, 2004. Dues 
remain the same at $34.00 single, or $41.00 family. 
Your prompt payment of dues will be appreciated. 
Please make your check payable to Wichita Chapter N.
R.H.S. and mail to Jim McKeel 9742 Yosemite Ct., 
Wichita, KS, 67215-1531��

ANNUAL MUSEUM MEETING 
 

The annual Great Plains Transportation Museum meeting will be held 
Friday, February 18, 2005 at 7:30 PM. Location of the meeting will be:  
Dondlinger & Sons Construction Co., Inc., 2656 S. Sheridan, Wichita, 
Kansas. 
 
The museum is in need of  additional board members. If you are inter-
ested in serving, please contact President John Gries or Vice President 
Steve Corp before the meeting.  
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 
IN WICHITA 

TROLLEY LINE GROWTH IN 1905 
PART II 

 
Tuesday, July 18, 1905 
The new double truck street cars ordered by the street 
car company several weeks ago arrived Sunday, July 
16, and yesterday the first one was run on the tracks. 
The other car will be ready for service today. They 
have double trucks and four motors, giving a higher 
speed than the other cars now in use. They are also 
equipped with air brakes, air whistles, and arc head-
lights. Their seating capacity is 40 people. Mr. Morri-
son said it would be necessary to rebuild a few of the 
curves before the cars could be operated on all of the 
lines. (Cars Number 201 and 202 -- from Beacon July 
20, 1905, page 8.) 
 
Saturday, July 29, 1905 
The street car company is rushing the work on the 
double track on North Topeka avenue. The old track 
has been torn up and relaid farther west, so as to 
make room for the new track. The second track has 
been put in as far as 1st street and will soon be ex-
tended to its ending at 2nd street. 
 
Wednesday, September 27, 1905 
The street car company has inaugurated a new sched-
ule giving the Pattie avenue and Cleveland lines a 
through service from 8:45 a.m. until 8:00 p.m., utiliz-
ing the car which operates a through service to Fair-
mount at 7:45 a.m. to accommodate the students. It is 
not practicable to keep up this through service on the 
Fairmount line all day, but it can easily be done on the 
Pattie and Cleveland lines as there is a double track 
from Main street to Pattie avenue, while east of that 
point it is only a single track with two passing tracks 
between Pattie avenue and the hill. Previously the 
company has had a car running from the north end of 
the Cleveland avenue line, at Central to the south end 
of the Pattie avenue line at Kellogg. 
 
My thanks to Dr. Edward N. Tihen's Notes from Wichita 
Newspapers, Wichita State University Libraries, Depart-
ment of Special Collections for the use of their materials. 
http://specialcollections.wichita.edu 
 

TOPEKA AMTRAK STATION --  
EMBARRASSING 

 
Remember the $5 million bond issue Topekans approved 
years ago to build a new air passenger terminal at Forbes 
Field in the hope of luring jet air service from here to 
somewhere? 
 
Topeka still doesn`t have jet air service, but that`s OK. 
The terminal was needed anyway. Some important visi-
tors to Topeka arrive at Forbes by private jet and by 
commuter flights. Having them walk through that old 
World War II building that preceded the new terminal 
was an embarrassment. 
 
But Topeka is served by another major transportation 
service. Passengers boarding or ``detraining`` from one 
of the two Amtrak trains each night do so at a facility that 
makes the old Forbes terminal building look elegant. Of-
ten, those passengers can`t even get into the building to 
use a restroom. 
 
The 1950s-vintage depot near S.E. 4th and Jefferson, 
never particularly attractive, has been allowed to become 
even more unsightly. It`s another embarrassment for the 
city. 
 
The January issue of the bulletin of the National Associa-
tion of Railroad Passengers contains a list of projects 
around the country to renovate or build new train sta-
tions. 
 
For example, this week a new station near Milwaukee`s 
Mitchell Field airport was completed -- a project done by 
the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, not by Am-
trak. Amtrak can`t even get Congress to allocate ade-
quate money for new locomotives and train cars, let 
alone build new stations. 
 
Building a new station, or even renovating the existing 
one, would be an expensive project, so some creative 
thinking is needed. It would be a good project for Down-
town Topeka Inc. and city officials to consider while 
thinking of overall improvements needed in the down-
town area. 
 
Maybe the solution is a joint-use building that could op-
erate as a restaurant or some other kind of commercial 
use during the daytime. Anything to make a nicer greet-
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BNSF Introduces New Corporate and Rail 
Subsidiary Logo and Name  

 
 
 
     Today, Jan. 24, BNSF is introducing a new corpo-
rate and rail subsidiary logo and a new name for our 
rail subsidiary that better represent the company's im-
age as a progressive and vital transportation leader. 
     The new logo was unveiled today when Matt Rose, 
BNSF chairman, president and CEO, and other mem-
bers of the Executive Team participated in the New 
York Stock Exchange closing bell ceremony. 
     The new subsidiary name will be BNSF Railway 
Company; the holding company remains Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Corporation. 
     "As we celebrate our 10-year anniversary and the 
most successful year in our company’s history (2004), 
the timing couldn't be better to roll out this new cor-
porate logo and brand," says Rose. 
     "We are entering a new era for BNSF and for rail 
transportation, and this new identity program is an im-
portant step forward for Team BNSF," says Rose.  "I 
want to thank every member of Team BNSF for all 
you do to make this company such a vibrant and im-
portant part of our nation’s transportation network." 
BNSF Today 
 

 
SPREADING SINKHOLE  

 
    Officials in Reno County now know what is caus-
ing a sinkhole near the Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
railroad tracks. The 100-foot wide, 25-foot deep sink-
hole was once one of hundreds of brine wells near 
Hutchinson. 
    In the past week alone the hole has grown by 14-
feet. Now it's threatening the railroad tracks. 
    Officials say they have a plan to get the sinkhole 
under control. Over the next few days a seismic crew 
will determine the size the well underneath the sink-
hole. They plan to slope the sides of the hole and put 
up a cement retaining wall to protect the tracks. 
    They'll have to wait until the sinkhole has finished 
growing before they can start the process. Until then, 
railroad traffic will travel at speeds between 10 and 25 
miles per hour in an effort to prevent more dirt from 
caving in.  
KAKE News  
 

GM AGREES TO SELL 
ELECTRO-MOTIVE DIVISION 

 
    General Motors Corp., Greenbriar Equity Group 
LLC and Berkshire Partners LLC today announced 
that they have reached a definitive agreement in which 
GM will sell its Electro-Motive Division (EMD) to an 
investor group led by Greenbriar and Berkshire Part-
ners. Terms of the transaction will not be disclosed. 
    The sale agreement covers substantially all of the 
Electro-Motive businesses, including North American 
and international locomotives; power, marine and in-
dustrial products; the spare parts and parts rebuild 
business; and all of Electro-Motive's locomotive main-
tenance contracts worldwide. Both the LaGrange, Illi-
nois and London, Ontario manufacturing facilities are 
included in the agreement.  
    The proposed sale is contingent on completing ne-
gotiations with the United Auto Workers Union 
(UAW) and the subsequent ratification by its mem-
bers. The transaction is expected to close in the first 
quarter of 2005. 
GM News Release 
 

AT&SF 3415 awaits restoration under the framework 
of a new engine house being built at the west end of 
the former Rock Island track at the Abilene & Smoky 
Valley Railroad in Abilene, KS. 
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The meeting was called to order at 735pm by Presi-
dent David Meek.  The minutes of the last meeting 
were read.  A motion was made by Randy Spillman 
and seconded by Norm Walters to accept the minutes 
as read.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurers report by Lloyd Stagner.  BOH is 
$3583.95.  A donation was made to Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church of $200 for the use of the building for 
our meetings this past year.  A motion was made by 
Norm Walters to accept the Treasurers report and 
seconded by J. Harvey Koehn.  The motion passed. 
Lloyd Stagner was thanked for his years of service as 
treasurer as he will assume other duties. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no update from the by-laws committee. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Norm Walters reported that the Museum is co-
sponsoring a trip with Village Tours beginning on 
June 6, 2005 to New Mexico and Colorado to ride the 
various scenic trains. 
 
CHAPTER ELECTIONS: 
A proposed slate of officers for 2005 was presented 
by the Nominations Committee. 
The slate of nominees are: President, David Meek; 
VP-Lloyd Hurst; Sec.-Lynn Aldrich; Treasurer-Jim 
McKeel; and National Director-J. Harvey Koehn. As 
there were no additional nominations from the floor 
President Meek declared the nominations would 
cease.   Lloyd Stagner made a motion to elect the 
slate of candidates by acclamation.  The motion was 
seconded by Randy Spillman.  Motion carried. 
 
President David Meek appointed Lloyd Stagner as 
Chapter Historian.  Lloyd accepted the appointment. 
J. Harvey Koehn showed those present some 1994 
calendars which he said would match the 2005 calen-
dar year dates.  He did not offer the calendars as door 
prizes.   
Chapter membership renewals for 2005 are now avail-
able. 

Jim McKeel reported seeing the KCS Christmas train 
in Asbury, MO. on Dec. 11th and finding the founda-
tion of the old MOP roundhouse in Crane, MO. on 
Dec. 14th.  He also saw a caboose painted in Santa Fe 
colors with reporting marks GWAX 1999 in Crane, 
MO. 
Bob Frahm needs help with the Museum gift shop. 
At 759pm  Norm Walters made a motion to adjourn 
the business meeting.  The Motion was made by 
Randy Spillman.  Motion passed. 
 
DOOR PRIZES: 
Norm Walters-SP TT         Gayle Meek- UP Calendar          
Harry Adams-book       Andrew Klamka- UP calendar        
Randy Spillman- TT             Joyce Allen– Calendar-
Jim McKeel- Southern TT           L. Aldrich- calendar                       
Eddie Allen- key ring            John Arbuckle- key ring  
David Meek- key ring              Mike Provine- key ring 
 
Norm Walters thanked Andrew Klamka and Mike 
Provine for bringing Lloyd Stagner to the meetings 
this year, 2004 and stated that Mike would continue 
to bring Lloyd for the 2005 meetings.  Thank you 
Mike. 
 
PROGRAM was a member slide show.  Those show-
ing slides in order assigned by the VP were:  L. Al-
drich, J. Harvey Koehn, John Arbuckle, Lloyd Stag-
ner, and Lloyd Hurst.  A wide variety of subjects were 
shown and enjoyed by all. 
 
Many thanks to Joyce and Eddie Allen for all the 
Christmas goodies. 
 
 

NRHS MONTHLY MEETING 
12-17-2004 

CHAPTER HISTORY 
 
The Wichita Chapter NRHS 
is seeking input on a book 
covering the chapter’s history 
and events. This proposed 
book will be discussed at the 
February meeting. 
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